Opening Speech for Defence.
Sir H. Cnrtu Bennett
against this gentleman at all except these two motives: the will—
and when he obtains the money he never spends it—and that lady
who said, " Major Armstrong was a friend of my family, my
mother, aunt, and niece; he visited at my house; we wrote letters
to each other; he told me he was married, that there were three
children; he told me apparently that he was happy in his married
life; and not until May last year, four months after his wife's
death, did he ever say one single word to me, never a word of
indecency to me; but at that time he did say, c If you should ever
want another home you know where you will find one,' " or words
to that effect; a sort of half-proposal of marriage, which was not
accepted, and which, according to that lady, and she is a witness
for the prosecution, never has been accepted. She was considering
it, because she had a great number of family ties. Gentlemen, in
a case where the issue is the greatest issue that we human beings
know, the issue of life and death, in such an issue as that, what do
you think of that motive? I will leave those matters.
The other matter I want to deal with, and I will put it equally
shortly before you as the question of motive, is the purchases of
arsenic by Major Armstrong. I am not going to worry you with
the earlier purchases; I quite agree with what my lord said on
Saturday, the earlier purchases do not matter at all, 1912, 1914,
and the nest of importance is 7th June, 1919. On that date you
will hear from Major Armstrong he purchased \ Ib. of arsenic
from Mr. Davies, that it was coloured with charcoal, that he used
6 ounces of the 8 ounces of that arsenic for weed-killer, that the
remainder was the arsenic which was found in the cupboard in the
library, the 2 ounces which you gentlemen have seen; that some of
the weed-killer still remains in the bottom of those two bottles,
that the weed-killer was used by him, that he had the prescription
for .that weed-killer which was found in the garden file—I must
not forget to say a word about that—that he made that weed-
killer after experiment, and that he found exactly the proportions
in which to use it, that in the summer of 1920 he was far too
worried with the condition of his wife to worry about weed-killer
that he left it to Jay. You remember the evidence—Jay bought
it; that in January, 19211, from the llth he purchased from Hird
at Davies's shop a quarter of a pound of arsenic, which was
coloured. No point, and again let me say I am not complaining
of it, but it shows to what a pass the prosecution are put in this
case—no point is left out. The Attorney-General says in opening
this case, ".Fancy buying weed-killer in January," and, when you
get the evidence of Jay, he says, " I would very much rather put
down weed-killer in the open January than when the weather
became thoroughly hot "; and Jay goes on to say, " I discussed
the question with Major Armstrong, and, having discussed the
question, Major Armstrong bought that white arsenic on the llth
January, intending very shortly to use it upon the paths. Having-
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